
History of the vote of a resolution in favour of 
Traditional Sports and Games (TSG) by the 

European Parliament in 2012

- In 1990, a motion was drawn up during a week-long seminar and the Carhaix
international festival (in French Brittany), a motion signed by 29 organizations
from 12 European countries or regions, then sent to all MEPs by the FILC
(international federation of Celtic wrestling) after having been translated into
8 languages of the European Union (EU).

-This motion resulted in 1994 in the vote of a resolution by the European
Parliament asking to the European Commission (the Government of the EU) to
create a specific program for TSG.

-In 2005, again in 2007, and again in 2011, other motions were sent to the
European Parliament, asking MEPs to send written questions to the
Commission in order to oblige it to deal with this point in the debates.
Meetings were also organized in Brussels and other places.



One week of 
seminar at the 
“Ti Ar Gouren” 
training center 
(specific to 
traditional 
sports), in 
Brittany, France



Text of the 2011 Motion
MOTION to the EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT  for a RESOLUTION in FAVOUR of SPORTS 

And   GAMES of CULTURAL TRADITION in EUROPE 

The European network of Traditional Sports and Games represented by AEJeST, an international NGO whose work is 
recognised by UNESCO, solicits its representatives elected at the European Parliament for official recognition of 
sports and games of cultural tradition in the European Union. AEJeST, created in 2001, and its fifty eight member 
organisations (2011) representing several hundreds of thousands of players considers that it is already the 
orientation taken by history. 
Indeed, UNESCO, in its universal Declaration on cultural diversity adopted in 2001, affirms:  
In its article 1 – (common heritage of humanity)
Culture takes diverse forms across time and space. This diversity is embodied in the uniqueness and plurality of the 
identities of the groups and societies making up humankind. As a source of exchange, innovation and creativity, 
cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind as biodiversity is for nature. In this sense, it is the common heritage 
of humanity and should be recognised and affirmed for the benefit of present and future generations.
In its article 2 – (cultural pluralism)
In our increasingly diverse societies, it is essential to ensure harmonious interaction among people and groups with 
plural, varied and dynamic cultural identities as well as their willingness to live together. Policies for the inclusion 
and participation of all citizens are guarantees of social cohesion, the vitality of civil society and peace. Thus 
defined, cultural pluralism gives policy expression to the reality of cultural diversity. Indissociable from a democratic 
framework, cultural pluralism is conducive to cultural exchange and to the flourishing of creative capacities that 
sustain public life.
In its article 3 – (as a factor in development)
Cultural diversity widens the range of options open to everyone; it is one of the roots of development, understood 
not simply in terms of economic growth, but also as a means to achieve a more satisfactory intellectual, emotional, 
moral and spiritual existence.

More on: http://www.jugaje.com/en/textes/TSG%20motion%202011%20-%20en.pdf



Example of written question



In February 2012, after 20 years of lobbying, the European Parliament 
voted a major resolution on JST (below).

Text of the official journal of the UE
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52012IP0025&from=EN

European dimension in sport  - P7_TA(2012)0025
European Parliament resolution of 2 February 2012 on the European dimension in 
sport (2011/2087(INI))

99. Calls on the Commission:
— to support local, traditional, indigenous sports which are part of the rich cultural 
and historic diversity of the EU, symbolising the motto of ‘United in Diversity’, by 
raising awareness of these games through, inter alia, the promotion of a European 
map and European festivals;

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52012IP0025&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52012IP0025&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52012IP0025&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52012IP0025&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52012IP0025&from=EN


Results of this resolution: The immediate effect was the creation of 

a European program, one of the points of which recommended the promotion 
of traditional European sports and games (see below). This program made it 
possible to carry out almost 30 international TSG-specific projects, lasting 18 to 
24 months, and endowed with an average of 55,000€ in grants.

Example of project:  2016 - INSTITUT NACIONAL D'EDUCACIO FISICADE 

CATALUNYA – Project BRIDGE: Promotion of European Traditional Sports and Games, a 
Bridge for Intercultural Dialogue        Budget: 74.979,89      subvention: 59.983,91


